
2008 Board Member Appointed & Officer Elections

Mitzi Tuttle has been reappointed by Governor Riley to serve her second
term on the Alabama State Board of Physical Therapy. Mitzi is from
Dothan and represents the 2nd District. She will continue to serve the
Board with distinction.

As a result of that appointment, the Board has elected officers for the
Board who will serve until the 2009 appointment is made. Andy Gustaf-
son has been elected Chair by members of the Board. Andy brings experi-
ence to the position with his tenure of three years as a Board member, a
clinician for 16 years, and an educator in an accredited fellowship pro-
gram.

Jay Segal has been elected as Board Secretary. Jay has been on the Board
for two years and brings previous Board experience from another state.
He has also been involved on a national level with the APTA.

Ron Bass was elected to serve as Treasurer of the Board. He brings to the
position his past experience as Board Treasurer, as well as being the Con-
sumer Member and in private business.

—————————————————————————————————————————

What Would You Like to See on our Website?

The Board would like to have communication from licensees regarding
what they would want to see on our website. One suggestion has been to
include topics to be discussed at Board meetings. The issue is that even
though Board meetings are open to the public, it is difficult for licensees to
attend due to responsibilities at work, etc. Therefore, the Board is asking
licensees to respond whether it would be beneficial to have topics for up-
coming Board meetings listed on the website prior to the meeting. In ad-
dition, if there are other issues that licensees would like the Board to dis-
cuss, please send them to the Board or call a member of the Board.
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Site Visits
by Mitzi Tuttle, PTA

It has come to the attention of the Alabama Board of Physical Therapy (ABPT), by means of com-
ment or question, that there are common practice activities of physical therapists and physical thera-
pist assistants in the state of Alabama that may be perceived as or that are in fact in conflict with the
State Practice Act. This Board takes these questions and situations seriously.

With authority to do so, in the ABPT Administrative Code 700-x-1-.01 “…The Board may, at its dis-
cretion, conduct scheduled or unscheduled inspections of facilities in which physical therapists practice to
determine compliance with applicable statute/regulation”, this Board has made and will continue to
make site visits, randomly and unannounced when prompted by questionable practices at facilities in
the state.

Information gathered by these visits may include but are not limited to:

Current licenses readily available for all PTs and PTAs

Proof of Continuing Education readily available for same

Supervision of PTAs and assistive personnel

PT evaluations and discharge summaries
PT/PTA daily progress notes

Private, personal interviews with staff

If there are questionable findings gathered during these site visits, a formal complaint may be gener-
ated against the licensee(s) in question, initiating an official investigation with Executive Committee
review, and when/if warranted, formal charges made against the parties involved.

The purpose of the ABPT as stated in the Administrative Code 700-x-1-.01, is “to ensure that the pub-
lic is protected from the incompetent practice of physical therapy in this state. This protection is achieved
through the establishment of minimum qualifications for entry into the profession, through the adoption of
rules defining and delineating unlawful conduct, and thorough swift and effective discipline for those practi-
tioners who violate the applicable laws or rules promulgated thereunder.”

May you also be reminded that you are obligated to comply with and assist in the investigative or
disciplinary process through Administrative Code 700-x-3-.02 Unbecoming Conduct/Conduct Det-
rimental To The Best Interest Of The Public Prohibited. Included in this section are definitions of
unbecoming conduct as well as the following behaviors that are associated with reporting, investigat-
ing and /or disciplinary proceedings that all licensees are required to abide by:

(y)Failing to report alleged or known unethical, incompetent, illegal, unprofessional, or dishonorable con-
duct.

(cc) Interfering with, or refusing to cooperate in, an investigation or disciplinary proceeding by willful mis-
representation of facts or by the use of threats or harassment against any patient or witness to prevent them
from providing evidence in a disciplinary proceeding or any legal action.
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JURISPRUDENCE CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSE
by John Cormier, PT

Over the last 1-2 years members of the Alabama Board of Physical Therapy have been working collabo-
ratively with members of the Alabama Physical Therapy Association to develop a continuing education
course for the Alabama Jurisprudence Exam. The Jurisprudence Exam is a test that was developed to
assess an individual’s basic knowledge of the PT Practice Act and the Administrative Code (or Rules).
Sometimes, when licensees rely only on “common sense” or their personal sense of what is appropriate
to determine how they practice, mistakes that can put their license in jeopardy can occur. It can be diffi-
cult to stay within the parameters of the Statute and Rules when one is unfamiliar with what they say.
That is why passage of the Jurisprudence Exam is required for initial licensure in the State of Alabama.
The Board of Physical Therapy has discussed possible expansion of the use of the Jurisprudence Exam in
the future for licensees applying for license renewal. An important part of these discussions was the need
for a class that could serve as a review of the content in the Statute and Rules. The Alabama Board of
Physical Therapy is pleased that such a review course is now complete and will be offered for the first
time at the Alabama Physical Therapy Association Spring conference.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DOCTORATE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY
by Vince Molyneux, PTA

It is the opinion of the Alabama Board of Physical Therapy that it is perfectly acceptable to use the acro-

nym “Dr.” before one’s name as long as the person has graduated from an accredited physical therapy

program with a doctorate of physical therapy degree, and is in good standing with the Alabama Board of

Physical Therapy. There have been concerns brought before the board that it could be misleading the

public if DPT is not noted after one’s name. Therefore, when using the term, for ex. Dr. Smith, DPT

shall be written so not to confuse a doctorate of physical therapy with a medical doctor.

The Alabama Administrative Code 700-x-30.02 states that using the word “doctor” in offering to perform

professional services without also indicating the discipline which the licensee holds a doctorate could be

considered unbecoming conduct.

PLEASE NOTIFY THE BOARD

IF YOU HAVE AN ADDRESS CHANGE

THE STATE DOES NOT FORWARD MAIL
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Model Practice Act Task Force
by Jay Segal, PT

The Alabama Board of Physical Therapy meets about 10 times a year. As part of our meeting, we con-
sider questions and complaints submitted by licentiates that relate to the practice of physical therapy. It
has become more and more evident that there is a need to revise our current Practice Act. Over the past
several years, both the Alabama Board of Physical Therapy ( the Board) and the Alabama Chapter of the
American Physical Therapy Association (the Chapter) have pursued some legislative changes to the
Physical Therapy Practice Act (the Practice Act), which for the most part have not been successful. One
thing has become clear, the Practice Act is outdated and does not reflect the current practice of therapy
from the stand point of practice, as well as what is currently taught in our educational programs.

To address the issue of revising the Practice Act, the Board considered two options. One was to establish
a Task Force through the Board, and the other was to request the Chapter to form a Task Force. It was
decision of the Board, with input from the Chapter President, David Morris, to have the Chapter form
and run the Task Force. The Board requested, and it was agreed upon by the Chapter, that the Board
would have a representative on this Task Force.

The Task Force has been established. Dave Morris took the responsibility of selecting the members, ask-
ing for input from the both the Board and the Chapter. An effort was made to have diversity on the Task
Force. The following are the current members: Buddy McCormick (Chair), Andy McGill, Dave Morris,
Ellen Strunk, Patrice Murphy, Beth Curry, and Jay Segal.

The Task Force has met face to face twice and on a conference call once. The group intends to use both
methods to do their work. They have agreed to use the Model Practice Act as a tool in revising the Ala-
bama Practice Act. They have adopted the following:

Description: The Model Practice Task Force will be made up of physical therapy practitioners
who represent a variety of stakeholders (ALBPT, Alabama Chapter Leadership, Licensees) and
geographic locations. The purpose of the Task Force will be to advance physical therapy practice
and delivery in Alabama by updating the Alabama Physical Therapy Practice Act and Adminis-
trative Code to reflect contemporary standards and practices that result in high quality services for
physical therapy consumers.

Objective: To provide recommendations concerning the Alabama Physical Therapy Practice Act
and Administrative Code language that would:

Update the practice of physical therapy in Alabama.

Be accepted in the current political climate within Alabama.

It is the intent of the Task Force to provide opportunities for input from licentiates prior to finalizing our
recommendations. The final product will then be shared with the Alabama Board of Physical Therapy.
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Physical Therapy Month

October 2008 was proclaimed National Physical Therapy Month in the State of Alabama by Governor
Riley. The recognition provided an opportunity for physical therapists to educate their communities
about who physical therapists and physical therapist assistants are and what they do. Your Board Staff
and Chair and several members of the Alabama Physical Therapy Association joined the Governor on
October 9 as he signed the proclamation seen on the previous page. We are all very proud of the physi-
cal therapy profession and appreciated the Governor’s participation in the event.
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ALABAMA BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY

DISCIPLINARY INVESTIGATIONS AND ACTIONS

The Board has a three-tier system of discipline.

The lowest level of sanction involves the placing of a letter of admonition in a licensee’s permanent
file.

The intermediate level of sanction involves the licensee entering into a guilty plea agreement with the
Board, either prior to or following a formal or informal hearing. A licensee who pleads guilty may
be required to pay a fine, or be subjected to a period of license suspension, or both.

The highest level of sanction involves a finding of guilt after a formal administrative hearing. This
level of sanction includes a fine and/or license suspension, and may include license revocation.

Disciplinary actions are matters of public record.

In addition to being included in a licensee’s permanent file, disciplinary actions are also published
in the Board’s semi-annual newsletter and to the Healthcare Integrity Protection Data Bank.
(HIPDB).

Licensees who either plead guilty, or who are found guilty after either an informal or formal hear-
ing, have their names and the nature of their discipline published in the Board’s newsletter and filed
with HIPDB.

With a letter of admonition, only the nature of the disciplinary action is published.

In keeping with this policy, the following is a list of the Board’s disciplinary actions since the last
newsletter:

________________________________________________________________________

Allegation: Practicing physical therapy without a current license, caused by failure to timely renew
license.

Disposition: Licensee pleaded guilty and paid $500 fine.

Case # Name Case # Name

09-01-01 David Balenger, PT 09-01-13 Sheri Guy, PT

09-01-02 Melissa Sexton, PT 09-01-14 Steven Calloway, PT

09-01-03 Tim Douglass, PTA 09-01-15 Wendy Hendricks, PTA
09-01-04 Jamie D. Hall, PT 09-01-16 Teresa Eversman, PTA

09-01-05 Cindy Wilson, PTA 09-01-17 Ricky Sanders, PT

09-01-06 Nathan McGriff, PTA 09-01-18 Heather Henley, PT
09-01-09 Jasmine Jones, PT 09-01-19 Karen Daniel, PTA

09-01-10 Eddie Goodman, PT 09-01-20 Traci McFall, PTA
09-01-11 Rachael Miller, PT 09-05-26 Elisa Divittorio, PT

09-01-12 Robin Irwin, PT
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NON-RENEWED PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANTS

DAPHNE M ALFORD 5780 CYPRESS TRACE, HOOVER AL

COLLEEN J BIDWELL 24779 WOLF BAY TERRACE, ORANGE BEACH AL

REBECCA BROOKS 2401 HILLCREST DRVIE, MERIDIAN MS

ROBERT JEREMY BURNS 309 JUSTIN CIRCLE, COLUMBUS MS

CHRISTINA CARPENTER 717 NORTH ST, COLUMBUS MS

SELINA M CARPENTER 1102 CAMBRIDGE DR, GRAYSLAKE IL

JENNIFER CHANDLER 2700 PINE TREE ROAD, ATLANTA GA

LISA Q CHANEY 7155 OLD ZION RD, COLUMBIA TN

VICTOR J CRAWFORD III 3350 CTY RD 702, HANCEVILLE AL

LEVILLE CROWTHER 152 ALLEN DR, MILLBROOK AL

CHRISTOPHER L DOCKERY 110 SMITH RD, PARRISH AL

LANA VANESSIA EAKES 31 JULIA CIR, FAYETTEVILLE TN

MELISSA M EMMONS PO BOX 2454, DAPHNE AL

LOUIS J ENDRIS 102 S MONTEREY ST, MOBILE AL

RANDI B FISHER 9325 GREENLEAF DR, SPANISH FORT AL

CAREY S FRANKS 3423 N 19TH STREET, TACOMA WA

LEAH E GAMBLE P O BOX 305, GARDEN CITY AL

ASHLEY CHRISTINA GASTON 57 CLYDE HATTEN RD, PURIVIS MS

JO ANN GOLDEN 43 RED CLOUD RD, FT RUCKER AL

SHERYL L GUFFIN 2315 GALLATIN STREET, HUNTSVILLE AL

HEATHER FREEMAN HATCHER 1270 COUNTY RD 360, ENTERPRISE MS

BRADLEY S HILLIKER 23884 WALES ST, ELKMONT AL

JAMES D HOWARD 6820 NORFOLK CT, MOBILE AL

ROSLAN C JONES 9925 CTY RD #37, SELMA AL

MILDRED KING 2302 WILLOW BEND DR, MERIDIAN MS

CORY BRIAN LEE 350 BRYAM DR APT 1208, BYRAM MS

MARJORIE K LERCH 6216 BURNTWOOD DR N, MOBILE AL

JAMES WALKER LITCHFIELD 2950 HWY 14 W, AUTAUGAVILLE AL

TRACEY LEIGH MARSHALL 1944 MAYFAIR PARK DR #312, BIRMINGHAM AL

LESLIE M MARTIN 9401 SOUTH LONGWOOD DRIVE, GRANBURY TX

GENEVA SUE MCCULLOCH 43 TERRY PLACE, MOUNTAIN HOME AR

MARGIE M MITCHELL PO BOX 311548, ENTERPRISE AL

KELLI D MORROW 22 LACY RD, FAYETTEVILLE TN

DENNIS KEITH NEAL 3097 RUSS ROAD, MARIANNA FL
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JANICE L NICHOLSON 4438 OMAHA DR, PENSACOLA FL

DEDRA M PEEK 466 WILLIAMS ST, TRENTON GA

KATIE ERIN PHILLIPS 3049 NW MARKET ST D‑204, SEATTLE WA

CHRISTINA MARIE REID 1480 STONEYKIRK RD, PELHAM AL

JULIE ANN ROBERSON 65 HICKORY TRAIL, ODENVILLE AL

CHERYL L ROSS 6601 BRECKENRIDGE CT, MOBILE AL

ROBERT MCKAY ROWSEY 7907 SPRINGWOOD CT, COLUMBUS GA

EDITH ARLENE ROWSEY 7907 SPRINGWOOD CT, COLUMBUS GA

ANTHONY B RUSS 5290 ARGYLL LANE, DOUGLASVILLE GA

FYLINDRIA L SCOTT 804 MYRA DR, MOBILE AL

TANYA M SEAY 298 S PENSACOLA AVE, GENEVA AL

LAURIE ANN SELLHEIM P O BOX 287, LEONARD TOWN MD

DONNA J SENGSOUK 464 ELMWOOD DR, MOBILE AL

MICHAEL JEROME SIMS PO BOX 58, BAKER LA

CYNTHIA ANN STANAWAY 307 EDMISTER RD, SEQUATCHIE TN

STACY MAYE THIOT 2393 CTY RD 216, HANCEVILLE AL

RICHARD THOMPSON 1122 DEER HOLLOW BLVD, SARASOTA FL

JACKIE S UNDERWOOD 3228 TYROL RD, BIRMINGHAM AL

DONNA R VAN DERVEER ABRAMS TROOP WTB, WASHINGTON DC

LISA N WALLACE 536 PINE AVE, ROANOKE AL

BETH WOODARD WILLIAMSON 124 BAYOU AVE, SARALAND AL

SONJA LEIGH WILLIFORD 146 BROWNSTONE DR, MADISON AL

EDWIN J YERGAN 1878 PARKSIDE CIR, BIRMINGHAM AL

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NON-RENEWED PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

SUSAN M BAKER 140 TAURUS DR, HARVEST AL

PATRICK C BALDWIN 1336 CHARLESTON LANE, COLUMBIA TN

MICHAEL W BALKCUM 1182 CLOVERDALE RD, COLUMBUS GA

SARAH J BEAUGEZ PO BOX 735, MADISON MS

PATRICK J BENEFIELD 631 25TH ST., DENVER CO

DANIELLE M BLACKWOOD 1777 NW 81 AVE, CORAL SPRINGS FL

AYTREE BLALOCK 1693 ASHWOOD LN, BIRMINGHAM AL

ELIZABETH L BOSTICK 15255 FOURWINDS LOOP, NORTHPORT AL

STEPHANIE A BOYER 44065 NICHOLAS CIRCLE, HAMMOND LA

STACIE MILAM BRATCHER 2026 GRIDER OAKS CT, BOWLING GREEN KY

ERIN BARBARA BRINKLEY 8535 N BRANCH RD, WATERVLIET MI

CHRISTI M BROCK 511 VILLA DRIVE # 1121, CASTLE ROCK CO

JESSICA RAE BROWN 29 HARTLAND CT, POOLER GA
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RANDOLPH L BUDD SR 721 COLEMO PL, PENSACOLA FL

DELEON J BURCH 908 MARQUIS WAY, MORROW GA

RACHEL MARTIN BUTLER 3054 GREEN VALLEY RD, BIRMINGHAM AL

CARLA MARSHALL CARSON 8866 MARSTON WAY, MONTGOMERY AL

MELISSA L CHERTOW 7777 SCHOMBURG RD APT 46, COLUMBUS GA

RENEE L CLAYTON 76 COUNTRY CLUB DR E, DESTIN FL

VAN D DAILEY 1100 MARKS AVE, BAY MINETTE AL

DENISE A DAISY 2810 GATEWOOD DRIVE, PHENIX CITY AL

FRANK G DANIEL 2748 COPPER REEF DR, NAVARRE FL

MARION ALINE DAVIES 998 COBBLE CREEK DR, HOOVER AL

SHONTAE D DAVIS 617 N WILLOW AVE, BROKEN ARROW OK

MELINDA KAY DAVIS 623 TALON TRACE, BIRMINGHAM AL

MICHELLE P DAY 1229 EAST WINDSONG DR, PHOENIX AZ

DANIELLE DELL 400 A LEAFMORE RD, ROME GA

BARBARA TUCKER DEVINE 1334 MOODY TOWN RD, BUMPASS VA

MELISSA J DONEGAN 3809 12TH CT SOUTH #F4, BIRMINGHAM AL

LISA DUBIK‑EPSTEIN 451 HEARTSFIELD DR, MONTGOMERY AL

MICHAEL ROBERT DUNNING 11682 RIVER POINT DR, TUSCALOOSA AL

KRISTEN P FIELDS 1506 PLAZA DR, DOTHAN AL

MELISSA CATES GERDES 13 DEMOUY AVENUE, MOBILE AL

MICHELLE LYNNE GLASER 913 HONEYSUCKLE DR, FULTONDALE AL

JENNIFER J GONDOS 7573 BEAR COVE, WALLS MS

JEREMY P GRAY 1515 DEWSBURY DRIVE, MURFREESBORO TN

CHRISTINE M GUFFEY 1916 BUTTERCUP DR, HOOVER AL

JULIE KAY HARDING 573 CHESTERVILLE RD APT 25, TUPELO MS

JAMIE B HARRISON 3326 OAKRIDGE DR, AUGUSTA GA

BRENDA C HESTER 1601 HIGHWAY 15‑401, BENNETTSVILLE SC

DAVID HORTON 1324 HIGHLAND LAKES BEND, BIRMINGHAM AL

ELIZABETH L HOUCHIN 915 ‑ C W FOOTHILL BLVD PMB292, CLAREMONT CA

FREDERICK SCOT HUFFMAN 3664 HWY 80 EAST, BRANDON MS

LAURA D HUMES 708 SOUTHBRIDGE BLVD, SAVANNAH GA

JOHN R JEFFERSON 106 HOPE DR, DAPHNE AL

LINDSEY E JONES 4755 HWY 568, FERRIDAY LA

KATHRYN A JOYCE 2325 GALLATIN, HUNTSVILLE AL

WILLIAM KOHLHASE 13052 OLIVER LANE, MADISON AL

JAMIE LYNN KORNEGAY 5317 11TH COURT S, BIRMINGHAM AL

LINDA H LAMB 7401 BLACKMON RD #1501, COLUMBUS GA

DEBORAH E LECHNER 4131 CLIFF ROAD, BIRMINGHAM AL

GINA REBECCA LEE 3777 PEACHTREE RD NE APT 1314, ATLANTA GA
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CAROL N LEWIS 4212 AVE T, BIRMINGHAM AL

MARCELINO H LIM JR. 2115 LEIGHTON AVE, ANNISTON AL

BERT LINDSEY 665 HUDSON RD, DECATUR AL

MEGAN RENE LYNCH 800 ENERGY CTR BLVD APT 3704, NEWPORT AL

TYE A MARR 1983 BARRETT KNOLL CIR NW, KENNESAW GA

JOSEPH ETHAN MARSHALL 1944 MAYFAIR PARK DR #312, BIRMINGHAM AL

COLIN H MARTIN 1110 TWIN PINES CIR LOT54, TUSCUMBIA AL

DOLORES L MARTIN 104 MINA ST, ENTERPRISE AL

CARRIE M MASCHMEIER 6215 KESTRAL VIEW RD, TRUSSVILLE AL

TARRAH LEIGH MAYNARD 31 HUNTERS TRCE, PELHAM AL

KENNETH C MCCOLLOUGH 94 GREENWOOD CIR, SYLACAUGA AL

WENDY L MCMILLAN 21650 GLASS & SPIVEY RD, ROBERTSDALE AL

MARIANNE MILLS 5554 LOVALEEN CIR, PENSACOLA FL

SHEILA MITCHELL‑HAWKINS 613 WILD HASE CREEK DR, FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS IL

ELIZABETH DIANE MORROW 5350 KEN SEALY DR APT C, COTTONDALE AL

GLADYS D MOSLEY 621 WALNUT GROVE DR, PEARL MS

CHARLES W NEWBY 1460 SEAGULL DRIVE, PALM HARBOR FL

CATHERINE M NORVILLE 1932 VANDERBILT CIR, HUNTSVILLE AL

JOHN L OWSIAK 6800 SCOTER DR, MIDLAND GA

ELLEN PATTERSON 109 CEDAR POINTE, FAIRHOPE AL

SIMONE PRZEWALLA 6575 N PLYMOUTH DR, LANTANA FL

JANICE C REED 270 OLD CAHABA TRAIL, HELENA AL

JAMES A REID 3985 OLD LARKINSVILLE RD, SCOTTSBORO AL

LORI CHRISTINE RIEGLE 3418 WISTERWOOD LN, BIRMINGHAM AL

DEBORRA L RODGERS 30 BAYOU DR, FORT WALTON BCH FL

JILL S SCHNIEPP 2285 LONGWOOD DR, AUBURN AL

CHARLES D SIMPSON II 6701 COLONY PARK DRIVE, BIRMINGHAM AL

MICHAEL SMITH 1238 ANCHOR DR, MOBILE AL

JENNIFER BRIDGES SPELL 140 DUMMY LINE RD, CANTON MS

ANDREA O STADNIK 6249 PSALMOND RD, MIDLAND GA

MARCY K STEWART 1202 JACKSONS WAY SW, JACKSONVILLE AL

JOSHUA D STIVERS 304 SHADOW PARKWAY, CHATTANOOGA TN

KITTY J STOGNER 521 PLEAHATCHAIE SHORE DR, BRANDON MS

JILL RENEE` STONE 1167 SUMMERVILLE CIR, THOMPSON'S STATION TN

JONATHAN RICHARD STRICKLAND 26 SENECA HILLS, ELKVIEW WV

STEPHEN SYLVESTER 104 JEFF MEADOW TRAIL, HARVEST AL

DAMARIS MERCEDES TELLO 8662 RAMBLEWOOD DR, CORAL SPRINGS FL

CODY ALEX THOMPSON 25672 MELROSE LANE, MADISON AL

LAUREN S THURMAN 2307 SHADES CREST RD, BIRMINGHAM AL
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RACHEL R TOWERY 119 GLENCOE WAY, DOTHAN AL

SUZY D TRIPLETT 149 RIDGEMOOR DR, BIRMINGHAM AL

KELLY K VEIT 207 RALEIGH DR, WARREN ROBINS GA

JULIE DEAR WALSH 4936 ELEA CALLE LN, GULF BREEZE FL

KRISTIN MCCANN WARD 825 WEST 28TH ST, LAUREL MS

MICAH HAROLD WASHINGTON 616 LIBERTY LAKE DRIVE, VESTAVIA HILLS AL

CHRISTINE RENEE YOST 332 ST CHARLES WAY, HELENA AL


